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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Williams et aL, USPN 5,845,283 (hereafter referred to as Williams). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Williams taught a method for processing data records of 
multiple formats (abstract), the method comprising: 

providing a uniform interface for one or more plug-in modules, wherein each 
module is adapted to parsing at least one of the multiple formats (column 5, lines 1-8, 
49-57); 

parsing by the plug-in module, the data records into results in accordance with 
the at least one of the multiple formats (column 7, lines 9-16); and 

receiving the results of parsing operations from one or more of the plug-in 
modules through the uniform interface (column 5, lines 58-67). 

4. Regarding dependent claim 2, Williams taught a computer-readable medium 
having stored thereon computer-executable instructions for performing the method of 
claim 1 (abstract). 

5. Regarding dependent claim 3, Williams taught providing services for 
manipulating data from the data records, wherein the services are invokable by the one 
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or more plug-in modules to assist the plug-in modules in performing their tasks (column 
8, lines 32-45). 

6. Regarding dependent claim 4, Williams taught the services include a service to 
retrieve a line of text (column 8, lines 32-45), 

7. Regarding dependent claim 5, Williams taught providing a standard format in 
which data from the data records is to be structured for storage in a database (column 
5, lines 16-21, column 10, lines 1-6). 

8. Regarding claim 6, Williams taught computer-readable medium having stored 
thereon computer-readable data (abstract) comprising: 

a parsing module adapted to parsing at least one data record format for parsing 
data records into results in accordance with the at least one data record format (column 
5, lines 1-3, 49-57) and 

converting the data contained in the data records from a non-standard format into 
a standard format (column 5, lines 3-8) and 

passing the converted data through a uniform interface so that it can be stored in 
a database (column 5, lines 16-21). 

9. Regarding dependent claim 7, Williams taught the parsing module is adapted to 
parsing one particular data record format (column 5, lines 49-57). 

10. Regarding dependent claim 8, Williams taught the parsing module is a COM 
object (any operating system including Windows, COM objects are feature of Windows 
operating system, column 5, lines 22-26). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 9, Williams taught a method for converting data from a non- 
standard format to a standard format (abstract), the method comprising: 

retrieving the data from a record (column 5, lines 1-8); 

parsing the data using a parsing module adapted to parse at least one data 
record format, to determine its contents, wherein the parsing is performed in 
accordance with the at least one data record format (column 5, lines 1 -3, 49-57); 

resolving inconsistencies between the data and the standard format to convert 
the data to the standard format (column 5, lines 3-8, 58-64); and, 

passing the converted data through a standard interface for storage in a 
database in the standard format (column 6, lines 23-29, column 10, lines 1-6). 

12. Regarding dependent claim 1 0, Williams taught a computer-readable medium 
having stored thereon computer-executable instructions for performing the method of 
claim 9 (abstract). 

1 3. Regarding dependent claim 1 1 , Williams taught the record is a log record and the 
data is converted into a standard log format (column 6, lines 1-6). 

14. Regarding dependent claim 12, Williams taught the retrieving step further 
comprises: calling auxiliary services from a parsing engine to retrieve the data from the 
file (column 6, lines 48-67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Williams in view of O'Brien et aL, USPN 6,795,809 B2 (hereafter referred to as O'Brien). 

17. Regarding claim 13, Williams taught a method for converting a log into a 
standard format (abstract), the method comprising: 

loading a log parser plug-in module to interpret the log, wherein the plug-in 
module is adapted to parsing at least one log format (column 6, lines 55-58); 

parsing by the plug-in module, the test log in accordance with the at least one log 
format to determine its contents (column 5, lines 1-8); 

converting the log into a standard format (column 5, lines 58-64); and 

passing the converted data through a standardized interface for storage in a 
database in the standard format (column 5, lines 16-21, column 10, lines 1-6). Williams 
does not specifically teach the log is a test log. However, O'Brien taught a test log 
(column 13, lines 1-13). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made that incorporating O'Brien's test log in Williams system 
for rationalizing different data formats would have improved system utility. The 
motivation would have been to provide more detailed data records from input devices. 
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18. Regarding dependent clainn 14, Williams taught a computer-readable medium 
having stored thereon computer executable instructions for performing the method of 
claim 13 (abstract). 

1 9. Regarding dependent claims 1 5-1 6, Williams taught converting a variety of types 
of results contained in the test log into a single category (column 8, lines 46-53). O'Brien 
taught a PASS/FAIL (column 13, lines 1-13). 

20. Regarding dependent claims 1 7-1 8, Williams taught tallying all results to 
determine an overall result according to the standard format (column 8, lines 46-53). 
O'Brien taught a PASS/FAIL (column 13, lines 1-13). 

21 . Claims 19-20 are substantially the same as previously rejected claim 13, above. 
Therefore, claims 19-20 are rejected on the same rationale as previously rejected claim 
13, above. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

23. Graham et al., USPN 6,41 1 ,974 B1 : a method to collate and extract desired 
contents from heterogeneous text-data streams; and 

24. Niemi et al., USPN 6,470,388 B1 : coordinated extendable system for logging 
error, trace and audit information from distributed debugging applications. 
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25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrice Winder whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3935. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 am-7:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Martin-Wallace can be reached on 571-272-6159. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)./^ 
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